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Tribe receives economic development designation

By Mike Wilbwer
MNN Reporter

The Mconomince  Tribe,
alomg with 1he Mole Lake
Sokaogon Chippewia wid ihe
Lisc du Flumbean Clifppews,
recently received a designa-
ticet byl LS. Bepl, off Agri-
vofture @ blster ecomvmic
develpment

lmmediately, it means a
SIH0MAT gram for develop-
ment of the areas, said Bryce
Luchierivnd, state dirccior for
the USIIA Rural Develop-
LT R (R ]

“This Is your
Luchierhand wld represenia-
tives ol the paricipating coii-
mumities al o press conference
ai the Mepominee Casino

ahow,"

“When o gl e plany 10-
gether, projects ready, wi
want o siep wp and fund
thermn.”

The three teibes and their
surromiding - connumiies,
dubbed “Mophwoods Nifd,"”
were designated an “Enter-
prise Community™ by (e
USDA. Owver the next ten
yedrs, they will be ehigible for

wahare of 8150 millio in pri-
posed federal gramts. The des-
izamiion will also give them
preference in sceking pranis
from 14 other federal agen-
wies  Husivesses lwiking o
se up i the Enterprise Come
munbvy could also be given
las broaks

“This designation will help
cui the red tape,” said Lew

Biodl, povject musnager for i
b s eeumonmEe devekpment
depamiment,  “This project is
Fiow the people, not administr-
tion,” Boyd, along with (ale
Kruger, director of ibe eeo-
mombe development oifice,
lead the applicalion process

Continued on pg. 2

see DESIGNATION

Federal Government
says slate can return
Indian remains for
burial

MINNEAPOLTS (AP
Scientists and American Indian
lemders say a federal decision thin
willl fead o e reburial of Indian
e i Minneson could lewd
b simmibiar merves i oother stales

Munnezota sl bas g many
s LA sers of Tidian remains,
mist. of  ihem pathered by
scientists who excavited bunal
sites decades azno

“It s a revolutonary change,
andd Minnesods b5 out i oo,
At wchacologist Mark Pudrik
saidd of the Tederal  decizsion
“What we have dooe will be a
protoly pe and a midel for other
sianes ™

Continued on page 14
please see BURIAL

Headstart hits the slopes!

MR photsamay Dickanson
Children from the Neopit, South Branch and Keshena Headslart enjoyed a morning of sliding with parents and staff on
danuary 20th and 21si.

Peters receives top vote in final (
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Tribal Legislature Election o >
Conmmunity HighBEIs e iiesismmrssiisiiasinnd
Menomines (ribal members The resils ol the remaining
have dectared their choives for  candidates who were on ihe baliol ﬁﬂfﬂm”‘g mw """""""""""""""""" sy ¥
three  open seats  on fhe  went as follows: Kelth Tousilion, | Seaior Focis ]
Menominee Tribal Legisloure, 317 Orman Waokaw, 316, and IFESEITEE PrEs B VIO ussanronsessesmssassnsansinssrasins T
Wilmer Peiers, Jrorecewved the  Roberst Deer, 284 Deer fusi H.
k ; = : appy Ads £
fop vorle with 420, Marraret Smow seeved o (he legislalore m 1989 B i ¥
g ¥ ; o Memoriuls & (Obituaries..... gl

followeed close belum] with 410,
while fellow mowmbent Leweilyn
Tew" Boyd caplured the thind
place position with 381 veies
thitr Bid for re-election W (he
Legisliute, Snow will be entor-
g her thind consecutive 1erm
while Boyd will begin fiiy seeoml
coasecalive ferm.

threoeh PEE and. from 1956 w0
presenl
Three §3) write-in candidaes
were unsuccessiul in their hid as
well, they inchsle: Svlvia Wilker,
27 Saral Skubiiz, |96 and
Karen  Necomish-Gardner, 177
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Save the Wolf River...
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ELECTION:

There were some concerns voiced by tribal members asto the validity of the write-in candidates being
able to run in the final election. The question that was raised was whether it was constitutional for
candidates whose name did not appear on the ballot in the Primary were able to run as awrite-in in the
final.

There is nothing stated in the Menominee Constitution that would disallow tribal membersto run asa
write-in according to Davey Jean Peters, Secretary of the Election Commission. However, candidates
are required to take out nomination papers that must be filed with the election office by the specified
deadline with a minimum of 100 signatures of enrolled tribal members. The purpose of tribal members
being certified when they take out nomination papersis to ensure that their name will appear on the
Primary ballot and that they are an enrolled member.

Those tribal members who decide to run as awrite-in candidate are taking arisk of not being elected
because their name does not appear on the ballot. Historically, there has never been a write-in candidate
elected.

According to the election office, there were 1117 votes cast in the final el ection which included Neopit,
K eshena and absentee ballots. The final election was held on Wednesday, January 13 in Neopit and
Thursday, January 14 in Keshena.

The swearing-in ceremony will be held on Tuesday, February 9, 1999 in the Blackhawk room at the
Menominee Nation Casino in Keshena, Wisconsin.

BURIAL:

"The ruling offsets a national precedent that is bound to help tribes in other states, which are still
fighting thisissue," said Jim Jones of the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council. Progress has already been
made on returning to Indian tribes skeletal remains that can be directly linked to present-day tribes.
Now the federal government has given a state permission to repatriate and rebury remains that are too
old to betied to any particular tribe.

"The objection has always been, 'We don't know who to give them to,” Dudzik said. "But the fact is,
we know they're Indians." The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act Review
Committee approved the new policy. Dudzik said in aletter to the committee that 'a sense of common
decency' was at stake. "To have decided otherwise, to have left the remains of these people in boxes
and on shelves for an indefinite future, would have only resulted in continuing rancor and pain,” he said.

Most of the remains are at Hamline University, which is serving as an intermediary between the various
Institutions that once held them and the American Indian community. Indian leaders hope to start the
reburials as soon as this spring, said Jones, a member of the Leech Lake band of Chippewa, and they
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may organize amajor ceremony to mark the historic occasion.

One point of contention remains. The federal government says it does not have legal authority to
authorize the reburial of objects such as pottery that were buried with bodies and later collected by
scientists. "It doesn't make sense to us that we can't do that," Jones said. Those who don't appreciate the
importance of that should imagine their grandma's grave being disturbed and her wedding ring being
separated from her remains, said Tom Trow, chairman of the University of Minnesota's Committee on
Repatriation of Cultural Property. Dudzik said the imminence of reburial is good for science because it
has forced scientists to document what they have. "We have gained information because some of these
collections were poorly documented, if they were documented at all," he said.

The federal government got involved in the dispute in the 1980s as Indian |eaders grew more outspoken
about the racism they felt wasinvolved in digging up their ancestors graves. Most experts were
grateful for the federal push but say federal involvement has made everything more cumbersome for
states such as Minnesota that were already on their way to consensus.

Francis McManamon, manager of the National Park Service's Archeology and Ethnography Program,
said Minnesotaisthe first state to strike a deal that appliesto all of its human remains. lowaisthe only
other state that is close, he said. "Minnesota came forward with a solution that everyone agreed to,
which recognizes the scientific value but also that ultimately some repose should be afforded,” he said.
Jones said the reburials are overdue. "The feeling in Indian country is that these remains belong back in
the ground,” he said. "They've been sitting on shelves long enough.
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